
Template 14 – Lesson 8: Timelines
	-1840s
	-1850s
	-1860s
	-1870s
	-1880s
	-1890s
	-1900s
	-1910s
	-1920s
	-1930s
	-1940s
	-1950s
	-1960s
	-1970s
	-1980s
	-1990s
	-2000s


Student key events:
	Event

	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed. Māori are given the status of British subjects. British people remain British subjects and other immigrants are called aliens.

	Parliament passes the Aliens Act.  This Act allows the Governor to grant letters of naturalisation to settlers on application and the payment of £1.

	The Cook Islands become part of New Zealand.  All Cook Islanders become New Zealand British subjects.

	Niue is gifted to New Zealand and is defined as being part of the Cook Islands.  Niueans become New Zealand British subjects.

	The United Kingdom Parliament passes the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act to introduce a ‘common code’ throughout the British Empire.  The Act defines who is a British subject by birth, who can be naturalised (and how), and also dealt with the status of married women and children, the loss of nationality and the status of aliens.

	New Zealand begins administering Tokelau.  However, sovereignty remains with Great Britain and so Tokelauans are British subjects, rather than New Zealand British subjects.

	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act is passed on 6 September, but is to be effective from 1 January 1949.  This Act creates the status of New Zealand citizenship for the first time.  Prior to the creation of this status New Zealanders were British subjects living in New Zealand.

	New Zealand annexes Tokelau, meaning Tokelauans become New Zealand citizens on 1 January 1949.

	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.

	New Zealand amends the British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act 1948 to make Commonwealth citizens have to meet the same standards (except a shorter residency period) as naturalisation applicants before they can be registered.

	The Cook Islands become self-governing and Cook Islanders retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	The Status of Children Act 1969 comes into force allowing citizenship by descent to pass through both the male and female line.

	Niue becomes self-governing and Niueans retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament. People living in New Zealand are legally referred to as being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects.  This is the law still used today, but it has been amended a number of times since.

	Parliament responds to a ruling by the Privy Council that all persons born in Western Samoa between 1 January 1924 and 1 January 1949 are New Zealand citizens by passing the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act.  This Act removes citizenship from Samoans but allows a grant as of right to Samoans who meet certain requirements.

	Amendment to Citizenship Act. Two big changes: 

1. Children born in New Zealand will only be citizens if one of their parents is either a citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently. 
2. Permanent residents have to spend most of five years in New Zealand before applying to become citizens rather than three years.


Completed student key events:
	
	Event

	1840
	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed. Māori are given the status of British subjects. British people remain British subjects and other immigrants are called aliens.

	1866
	Parliament passes the Aliens Act.  This Act allows the Governor to grant letters of naturalisation to settlers on application and the payment of £1.

	1901
	The Cook Islands become part of New Zealand.  All Cook Islanders become New Zealand British subjects.

	1903
	Niue is gifted to New Zealand and is defined as being part of the Cook Islands.  Niueans become New Zealand British subjects.

	1914
	The United Kingdom Parliament passes the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act to introduce a ‘common code’ throughout the British Empire.  The Act defines who is a British subject by birth, who can be naturalised (and how), and also dealt with the status of married women and children, the loss of nationality and the status of aliens.

	1926
	New Zealand begins administering Tokelau.  However, sovereignty remains with Great Britain and so Tokelauans are British subjects, rather than New Zealand British subjects.

	1948
	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act is passed on 6 September, but is to be effective from 1 January 1949.  This Act creates the status of New Zealand citizenship for the first time.  Prior to the creation of this status New Zealanders were British subjects living in New Zealand.

	1948
	New Zealand annexes Tokelau, meaning Tokelauans become New Zealand citizens on 1 January 1949.

	1955
	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.

	1959
	New Zealand amends the British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act 1948 to make Commonwealth citizens have to meet the same standards (except a shorter residency period) as naturalisation applicants before they can be registered.

	1964
	The Cook Islands become self-governing and Cook Islanders retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	1970
	The Status of Children Act 1969 comes into force allowing citizenship by descent to pass through both the male and female line.

	1974
	Niue becomes self-governing and Niueans retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	1977
	New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament. People living in New Zealand are legally referred to as being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects.  This is the law still used today, but it has been amended a number of times since.

	1982
	Parliament responds to a ruling by the Privy Council that all persons born in Western Samoa between 1 January 1924 and 1 January 1949 are New Zealand citizens by passing the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act.  This Act removes citizenship from Samoans but allows a grant as of right to Samoans who meet certain requirements.

	2005
	1. Amendment to Citizenship Act. Two big changes: 

2. Children born in New Zealand will only be citizens if one of their parents is either a citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently.

3. Permanent residents have to spend most of five years in New Zealand before applying to become citizens rather than three years.




























































