Template 7 – Lesson 4: Applicants for citizenship 

Personal information

You are one of the following people, originally from another country.   

Name: John Smith (male)

Address:  101 Mountain Road, Hokitika

Birth date: 1 January, 1990

Place of birth: York, United Kingdom

Other information: 

       You moved to New Zealand in 1997, and have lived here since.

       You obtained permanent residency in June 2000.

       You were convicted of theft from a shop two years ago.

Name: Akello Jones (female)

Address:  12 Rata Street, Te Kuiti

Birth date: 28 February 1968

Place of birth: Nairobi, Kenya

Other information: 

       You have never left New Zealand since you arrived in 2003.  

       You obtained permanent residency in May 2005.

       You are married to a New Zealand citizen by birth. 

Name: Xiaobin Mao (male)

Address:  33 Greentree Street, Dunedin

Birth date: 1 January 1966

Place of birth: Beijing, China

Other information: 

       You moved to New Zealand in 2003.

       You obtained permanent residency in November 2005.

       Your sales job means that you have been travelling outside New Zealand for four and a half out of the last five years.  This has also meant that you have had little time to learn to speak English.

Name: Mavis Ferguson (female)

Address:  321 Myrtle Avenue, Upper Hutt

Birth date: 24 December, 1975

Place of birth: Brisbane, Australia 

Other information: 

       You moved to New Zealand in 1980, and have lived here since.

       Next year you plan to move to Hollywood to pursue your acting career.

Name: Habiba Hinai (female)

Address:  14 Redbush Road, Auckland

Birth date: 1 January, 2000

Place of birth: Cairo, Egypt

Other information:

       You were born in Egypt before your family moved to New Zealand in 2002.

       Your family have had permanent residency since June 2005.

       Your parents are also applying for citizenship.
Name: Clark Stewart (male)

Address:  13 Vista Street, Queenstown

Birth date: 4 November, 1975

Place of birth: Denver, USA 

Other information: 

       You came to New Zealand earlier this year on a temporary work permit to teach skiing over the US summer.  However, you have decided you love New Zealand so much that you want to apply for citizenship.

General criteria for the grant of New Zealand citizenship
To be granted New Zealand citizenship a person must meet the requirements of either the Citizenship Act 1977 or, if the person is Samoan, the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982
. 
Under the Citizenship Act 1977, people are eligible for grant of New Zealand citizenship if they:
· are able to understand and speak English well enough to manage independently in everyday situations 
· are of good character and have not been convicted of certain criminal offences 

· understand the responsibilities and privileges of New Zealand citizenship 

· intend, if granted citizenship, to continue to live in New Zealand 

· are legally entitled to live in New Zealand permanently (i.e. are a permanent resident or a Australian citizen); and

· have lived in New Zealand for most of five years.
 
If a person is unable to fulfil all of the general requirements, they may still be granted citizenship in exceptional circumstances. 
Those under 16 need their parent(s) or legal guardian(s) to agree for them to apply. 

� Under the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982, Samoan citizens only need to fulfil the requirements that they have entered New Zealand lawfully and have the right to reside here indefinitely.  Applicants under this Act do not have to meet any other standard grant requirements.  The different requirements afforded to Samoan citizens under this Act reflect the special relationship between New Zealand and Samoa.


� Until 2010, there are some people who would be eligible after living in New Zealand most of three years.





