Template 6 – Lesson 4: Reasons people apply for New Zealand citizenship

Some reasons why some people have said they decided to apply for citizenship:

· They belonged here and felt like New Zealanders.

· They felt New Zealand was a good place to bring up and educate their children.

· They felt that New Zealand provided the standard of living they wanted.

· They wanted the security that they could stay in New Zealand.

· They wanted to be able to travel in and out of the country easily, without needing a visa to return to New Zealand.

· They wanted to get a New Zealand passport.

· Their parents or guardians made the decision for them.

· They felt that New Zealand provided them with access to good job opportunities.

· They felt that New Zealand offered opportunities to enjoy the outdoor environment.
Some reasons why some people have said they decided not to apply for citizenship:

· They felt there was no advantage to them in becoming a citizen.

· They thought the cost of becoming a citizen was too high.

· They were not eligible for citizenship.

· Their home country does not allow dual/multiple citizenship, and they did not want to lose advantages of their current citizenship (for example, they would lose land or property rights in their home country).

· They did not intend to remain in New Zealand.

· They did not feel they belonged here or did not like New Zealand.   

