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So what?

Now what?

Exploring values and perspectives

Reflecting 
and evaluating

on the understandings	
and responses

• What does New Zealand citizenship 
tell us about New Zealand society?

 • What contribution does citizenship 
make to our sense of belonging?

• Did our process of inquiry help	
us understand what it means	

to be a New Zealand	
citizen?

Focus of learning/topic Concepts Conceptual understandings

Finding out informationConsidering responses 
and decisions

So what do we now know about this?

Now what further learning do we need?

So what does this mean for us/others?

Now what might be done about it?

Developed                 through

Leading                 to

This template is taken from a social inquiry overview diagram originally adapted from B. Hill and G. Aitken’s social inquiry model for the Ministry of Education, 
and published in Approaches to Social Inquiry from the Building Conceptual Understandings in the Social Sciences series (Ministry of Education, 2008).

• �What does it mean to be a
New Zealand citizen?

• �privileges and responsibilities
• �belonging
• �change
• �contribution
• �ceremony
• �choice

• �There are different ways people can	
become New Zealand citizens.

• �New Zealand citizenship confers particular 	
privileges and responsibilities.

• �How and why New Zealand citizenship	
laws have changed over time.

• �People from any country can become New 
Zealand citizens and do so for different reasons.

• �Why do people choose to become citizens?
• �What are the categories of citizenship?
• �What is the difference between a permanent 
resident and a citizen?

• �What would stop someone from becoming	
a citizen?

• �What has stopped people from becoming	
a citizen in the past?

• �How does someone from another country 
become a New Zealand citizen?

• �What is the process someone goes through	
to become a New Zealand citizen?

• �What does a citizenship ceremony look like?
• �What are New Zealand citizens entitled to?
• �What is expected of a New Zealand citizen?
• �What are the citizenship laws of other countries?
• �What is multiple citizenship?
• �What are some personal stories relating to 
citizenship?

• �What is the history of New Zealand citizenship?
• �What changes have occurred to the rules 
regarding citizenship?

• �Would the value of New Zealand citizenship change if it was 
compulsory for all citizens to participate in a citizenship ceremony?

• �Do people, by becoming a citizen, see their place in New Zealand 
differently?

• �How do permanent residents view citizenship?
• �Should anyone be excluded from citizenship?
• �Should New Zealand citizenship be taken away?
• �How does citizenship define our views of being New Zealanders?
• �Does citizenship mean different things to different people?

• �Refer to conceptual understandings.
• �How will we communicate what we have learned?

• �Does this suggest an action?

• �Eg. Design posters, leaflets, stickers etc. to portray a viewpoint.

• �How could people become more	
aware of the meaning and importance 
of New Zealand citizenship?

• �How do organisations in New Zealand	
currently support people to become 
citizens?

• �Would it be more appropriate to have 
more formal acknowledgement through 
schools/community groups to let people 
know what citizenship means?

• �Should citizenship be easier or harder 
to get?

• �Who decides our citizenship laws? 
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