Oral history 4:  Maher and Dalal Fawzi 

Maher and Dalal were both born in Jordan and got married in 1991.  We have three sons, two born in Jordan and the youngest in New Zealand.

Maher has a Bachelor Degree in Agriculture from Jordan and worked in Saudi Arabia on the largest integrated dairy farm in the world. … In 1992 I worked for the New Zealand government as a marketing officer. …  After some business trips to New Zealand we began to think about living here and emigrated in 2000.  We wanted our children to have a better education and to be able to make choices for their future.

When we arrived on a Saturday we were met by my employer who took us to a hotel. Then he took me to a supermarket and lent me his car.  I started work on the Monday as a sales and export manager.  Later Maher tried to establish a business of his own but found it very hard in this country.  Now he is a taxi driver.
When they arrived, Dalal noticed some differences.  I noticed how green it was after the deserts. I love the trees, the mountains and the sea around Wellington. 

I felt very comfortable when I first arrived.  But it was hard leaving all our family behind in Jordan.  There are not many Jordanians in Wellington, but there are other Muslims and we worship at the local mosque.  We speak Arabic to the boys at home. They have fitted in very well to New Zealand society.  
Maher says they laugh when people here complain about the rain - when you come from the desert, you appreciate it.  The Koran says everything began from water. 

We had residency when we arrived but wanted to become citizens so we could really be integrated into society.  Our family was determined to be positive and to work hard to achieve our goals and create a new life.  At the end of the day we are all immigrants in New Zealand and we want to make a contribution to the country. 
The ceremony was in the town hall and about 50 of us were there.  The mayor asked us all to say the oath or the affirmation and asked us to say our names together at a certain time in the ceremony.  When it came to that time, only I said my name, Maher Fawzi. We had to do it a few times before the others joined in.  For some it was very emotional. The mayor chatted to us about Jordan, as she had been there.  We had our photographs taken with the certificate.    

The Fawzi family has been back to Jordan for a couple of holidays.  We are always excited and love to visit our families and enjoy the culture.  But after a short time our children ask, “When are we going back home?”  We are New Zealanders now and whenever we go away, we love coming home.

