Kiwi kids: today’s citizens

Many of your students will be New Zealand citizens, while others may not. Some of your students may not even know whether or not they are citizens.  Those who are citizens could have achieved this in different ways (by birth, grant or descent).  Regardless of whether a person is a citizen or not, or in which way they obtained citizenship, all are valued members of our society.
Lesson 1: Belonging to a group

Purpose of the lesson 

Before discussing citizenship you might like to explore the concept of belonging to a group and the responsibilities and privileges that come with membership of a group. Your students will probably be familiar with the term ‘responsibilities’, but ‘privileges’ may be new to them.
Learning intentions 


Students will: 

· identify the groups that students belong to in and out of school 

· explain the terms 'responsibilities’ and ‘privileges' 

· explain how responsibilities and privileges are important when we belong to or have membership of groups.

Resources

· A3-sized enlargement of Template 1: T-charts group T-chart and class T-chart

· Post-it notes                                                                                     

· Large sheets of paper
Lesson sequence

The suggested content would cover several sessions.

1. Ask students: “What groups or clubs do we belong to?” 

These could be school, cultural, sporting, church and so on.  Remind students who are not able to identify a club or group that everyone is a member of their class or family group.  Students think, pair and share their responses. 

2. Record students’ suggestions on separate large sheets of paper and display these around the room. Students write their names on post-it notes and stick these on the sheet under the group(s) they belong to. 

3. Use the completed sheets to organise the students into appropriate groups. Students discuss the following questions and record on the student T-chart in Template 1: T-charts.
Ask: 

“What are group members expected to do? How are they expected to behave?” 
“What are the good things about being a member of the group?” 
4. Each group selects the two most important ideas under each heading on their T-chart. They report back to the class and justify their choices. Record students’ selections on the class T-chart in Template 1: T-charts.



5. Discuss the common understandings of what group membership involves. Refer to your class and school context, for example, your class contract or treaty. 

6. Introduce the terms ‘responsibilities’ (what members are expected to do and how they are to behave) and ‘privileges’ (rights or benefits of membership). Write these terms on the chart. Display this chart for duration of unit. Begin to build a vocabulary list.

7. Discuss as a class the ways people join some groups. Sometimes people need to apply to join, and may have a trial period before they become full members. Share experiences.

Optional

Local Heroes is a social inquiry unit. Students find out about people in their neighbourhoods who make important contributions to the community.
http://education-for-enterprise.tki.org.nz/Resources,-tools,-templates/Primary-school-resources/Local-heroes 

Lesson 2: Belonging to a nation: citizenship

Purpose of the lesson

Just as people belong to groups or families, they can belong to countries or nations too. There are different ways people can come to belong to New Zealand. This belonging also has certain responsibilities and privileges. This lesson will define permanent residence and introduce the concept of citizenship.

Teacher information

The main ways people can live in New Zealand are:

· Temporary visitors: for example, people with work or student visas, or visiting as tourists on holiday.

· Permanent residents: people originally from other countries who have applied and been accepted by Immigration New Zealand (part of the Department of Labour) for a permit to allow them to live in New Zealand permanently.  Australians do not need to apply because they are entitled to live here indefinitely, just as New Zealanders can live indefinitely in Australia.  After living in New Zealand for some time (usually at least five years) permanent residents may apply for the grant of New Zealand citizenship.

· Citizens: people who have full official/legal membership of the nation. Usually they have become a citizen either by birth, grant or descent. These categories will be explored in detail in Lesson 3.

Reasons some permanent residents have given for applying for citizenship:  

· Most of their family now live in New Zealand and it is now their home, so they want to officially become New Zealanders.

· They wish to gain a New Zealand Passport and to travel overseas with greater ease than their current passport. Only New Zealand citizens can have a New Zealand Passport.

· They feel New Zealand is safer than the country they have left.  

· They feel that there are better employment and educational opportunities in New Zealand.

Some countries allow people to have citizenship of more than one country.  However, other countries do not and instead require people applying for citizenship of another country to give up their citizenship.  New Zealand allows multiple citizenship, but some people may still have to give up the citizenship of their home country to become New Zealand citizens if that country does not allow multiple citizenship. 
Learning intentions 


Students will: 
· identify what a permanent resident of New Zealand is

· begin to discuss what a citizen of New Zealand is 

· discuss some of the differences between citizens and permanent residents.


Resources 

· A3-sized enlargement of Template 2: Lesson 2 T-chart for groups  

· Template 3: Citizen and permanent resident chart 

· Template 4: Am I a New Zealand citizen?
· Photo 1: Example of New Zealand Passport used in 2008
· Photo 2: Example of latest New Zealand Passport 

Lesson sequence

The suggested content would cover several sessions.

1. Share the purpose of the lesson - to explore the different ways people can feel they belong to New Zealand. For instance people may:

· be born in New Zealand

· be born overseas to New Zealand parents 

· come to New Zealand from another country

· leave New Zealand to live in another country but still regard themselves as New Zealanders.

2. Group students. Refer to Lesson 1 and ask them to discuss and record suggestions to the following questions on Template 2: Lesson 2 T-chart.
Ask: 

“Why would people from another country want to become a New Zealander?” (privileges)

“What would we expect of people coming to live in New Zealand or of those who already live here?” (responsibilities)

3. Report back and create a class T-chart. Discuss.

4. Explain the three main ways people can live in New Zealand. Define ‘temporary visitor’  ‘permanent resident’ and ‘citizen’.   Note that in this unit we will be concentrating on permanent residency and citizenship.
5. Pair students and give each pair a copy of the blank Template 3: Citizen and permanent resident chart. Display the blank chart for the class. Discuss the responsibilities. Ask students to tick the column(s) they think should apply to permanent residents or citizens or both. Discuss and fill in on a class chart. 

6. Discuss the privileges. You will need to explain each privilege, especially the significance of the passport and overseas travel.  Permanent residents retain the passport and citizenship of their previous country, and if travelling out of New Zealand must have a visa to return.  Students fill in their charts.

	Responsibilities
	Citizen
	Permanent resident

	Obey and promote the laws of New Zealand 
	(
	(

	Register to vote 
	(
	(

	Pay tax 
	(
	(

	Privileges
	
	

	Have a New Zealand Passport
	(
	

	Travel and return to New Zealand freely 
	(
	

	Free education 
	(
	(

	Stand for Parliament or local government 
	(
	

	Represent New Zealand in many sports internationally 
	(
	


7. Consider why some permanent residents choose to become citizens, while others don’t. Think, pair and share responses. It is important to stress that either choice is valid. 
Responses for not taking up citizenship may include: 
· that the cost involved in the citizenship process is too high
· that their home country doesn’t allow dual or multiple citizenship
· that they still feel their home country is home.
8. Point out that only New Zealand citizens can get a New Zealand Passport.  Share the cover of the New Zealand Passport issued in 2008 Photo 1. Discuss that passports have changed over the years, and that a new passport has been issued. Brainstorm as a class the symbols and icons that could be included on the new cover. In pairs, design a new passport cover. Share the new designs and compare with the cover of the New Zealand Passport Photo 2.   
Optional 

· Homework task – discuss Template 4: Am I a New Zealand citizen? with family members. This will be used in Lesson 3.

Lesson 3: How do people become New Zealand citizens?
Purpose of the lesson 

This lesson is designed to explore how New Zealand citizenship is acquired, and in particular citizenship by grant. Students can identify the origin of some of our citizens. There is the opportunity to celebrate the rich cultural diversity of New Zealand. 

Teacher information

In New Zealand there are three main ways of becoming citizens – by birth, by descent, or by grant.

In broad terms: 

· citizens by birth are most people born in New Zealand or its territories (including the Cook Islands, Niue and Tokelau); 

· citizens by descent are people born overseas to a New Zealand citizen parent (provided the parent is not themself a citizen by descent); and

· citizens by grant are migrants to New Zealand who have successfully applied for, and received, the grant of New Zealand citizenship.

More specific information about each of these ways of becoming a citizen can be found in factsheets 3 (birth), 4 (descent) and 5 (grant).

A person can apply for grant of New Zealand citizenship if they:

· intend to stay living in New Zealand indefinitely

· are able to understand and speak English well enough to manage independently in everyday situations 

· are of good character

· understand the responsibilities and privileges of New Zealand citizenship

· are allowed to live in New Zealand permanently, for instance as a permanent resident

· have lived in New Zealand for most of five years.

Samoan citizens can be considered for the grant of New Zealand citizenship under the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982. Under this Act, they can receive the grant of citizenship provided they have entered New Zealand lawfully and have the right to reside here indefinitely. The different requirements reflect the special relationship between New Zealand and Samoa.  More information about this can be found in Factsheet 5: New Zealand citizenship by grant.
Resources 

· Template 5: Ways of becoming a citizen
· Template 6: Scenario cards 

· Template 7: A typical journey to becoming a citizen by grant
· Template 8: A typical journey to becoming a citizen by grant (blank)
· Story: Citizens and friend together  (You can also use the other three fictional stories based on real children’s experiences of citizenship)
· Factsheet 3: New Zealand citizenship by birth
· Factsheet 4: New Zealand citizenship by descent
· Factsheet 5: New Zealand citizenship by grant
Learning intentions 


Students will: 

· identify the three main ways a person can become a New Zealand citizen
· recognise the diversity of New Zealand society 
· identify the steps involved when applying for grant of citizenship.

 

Lesson sequence

The suggested content would cover several sessions.

1. Review what students know about citizenship so far. Display the blank Template 5: Ways of becoming a citizen chart on the board with the headings, ‘by birth’, ‘by grant’, ‘by descent’.  Discuss the three main ways people can become citizens in New Zealand. 

2. Share examples from Template 6: Scenario cards with the class. Introduce the cards and explain that all the people are New Zealand citizens. Ask students to use the information on the cards to identify how they became citizens, for example by birth (Aroha and Amey), by grant (James, Abdi, Sisi and Sofe) or by descent (Jacques and Liam). Display under the appropriate heading.

3. Shared reading task.  Read the story Citizens and friends to the class. Pair students and give each pair a copy of the story to read again. Students identify how Mere, Isabella and Max became New Zealand citizens. Record class responses as below:

	By birth   
	 By grant 
	 By descent   

  

	Born in New Zealand.*


	Came to live in New Zealand from another country. After living in New Zealand for some time their family successfully applied to become New Zealand citizens. 
	Born in another country and at least one parent is a New Zealand citizen by birth or by grant.

	Mere

	Max


	Isabella




*Teacher note: From 1 January 2006, a child born in New Zealand is a citizen by birth only if at least one of his or her parents is a New Zealand citizen or person entitled to reside indefinitely in New Zealand.  Prior to 2006 almost anyone born in New Zealand would have automatically become a citizen. This law change is expanded on in  Factsheet 3: New Zealand citizenship by birth.
4. Students share any personal stories. It may be appropriate to discuss how immigrants may have felt when they first arrived. Further sources and links to immigrants’ stories:

www.teara.govt.nz/en/citizenship
You may like to explore more fully at this time how citizenship promotes inclusion. 

5. Introduce the criteria for citizenship by grant (as per Teacher information above) in language appropriate to your students. 

6. Display Template 7: A typical journey to becoming a citizen by grant and discuss in detail the steps involved in the process of becoming a citizen by grant. You may choose to use a data projector. 
7. Give individual students or pairs Template 8: A typical journey to becoming a citizen by grant (blank) and ask them to complete using the model on display as a guide. An alternative activity could be to laminate Template 7, cut it up and ask students to assemble it in order.

8. Students could design their own scenario cards to create a class resource set.

Optional

The optional homework task from Lesson 2 could be used to gather data to create a class citizenship profile in a separate numeracy lesson.   
Lesson 4: Citizenship ceremony (1) 

Purpose of the lesson

Citizenship ceremonies may differ around New Zealand. This lesson has been designed to explore the significance of this final special step for migrants wanting to become New Zealand citizens by grant.

  

Learning intentions 


Students will: 

· identify the elements involved in the citizenship ceremony 

· understand the meaning and purpose of the Oath/Affirmation of Allegiance. 


  

Resources

· Template 9: An example of what happens in a typical citizenship ceremony
· Template 10: Oath/Affirmation of Allegiance cloze
· Factsheet 6: Citizenship ceremonies
· Factsheet 7: An example of the Minister of Internal Affairs’ letter to new citizens
· Video: Modern citizenship ceremony
· Story 3: Fatemeh’s story and Story 4: Nasteha’s story
Lesson sequence

The suggested content would cover several sessions.

1.  Watch the video of the modern citizenship ceremony to gain an impression of how a citizenship ceremony works. Read Fatemeh’s story and/or Nasteha’s story and identify the main elements of the ceremony. List as a class. 

Ask:  

“What is the purpose of the ceremony?” 

“What are people promising?”  

“Why are they promising this?”

Note: Not all ceremonies are the same. A typical ceremony may contain all or some of the following elements: 

· A welcome by the mayor or another official

· A cultural performance

· The people receiving the grant either swearing the Oath of Allegiance (religious) or making the Affirmation of Allegiance (non-religious) (see Factsheet 6: Citizenship ceremonies).  Usually all recipients swearing the Oath will do this at once, followed by all people making the Affirmation (or vice versa).

· All people receiving the grant coming up to the front (either individually or in groups) to be presented by the mayor or another official with their citizenship certificate and a letter from the Minister of Internal Affairs. They may also receive a small gift before returning to their seats. A photograph may be taken of individuals or families with their certificate/s.
· The mayor or official reading aloud the Minister’s letter accompanying the certificate (see Factsheet 7: An example of the Minister of Internal Affairs’ letter to new citizens), giving a speech and congratulating the new citizens 

· The singing of the national anthem by all new citizens

· Thanks extended to the new citizens. The ceremony is complete. There is often an invitation to share food and refreshments to celebrate afterwards.

2. Students complete the flow chart in Template 9: An example of what happens in a typical citizenship ceremony. A blank and example are provided.

3. Read Template 10: Oath/Affirmation of Allegiance cloze together.  Identify keywords: ‘affirm’, ‘allegiance’, ‘solemnly’, ‘fulfil’, ‘law’, ‘citizen’ and ‘observe’. Discuss their meanings.  You may also want to discuss why some people choose to recite the oath and others the affirmation. 
4. Students complete the cloze activity. 
Lesson 5: Citizenship ceremony (2) 

Purpose of the lesson 

Students will explore the citizenship ceremony more closely and place it within the context of their class or school.  

  

Learning intentions 


Students will: 

· create an Oath/Affirmation of Allegiance that reflects the responsibilities of their class/school 

· create a certificate that represents full membership (citizenship) of their class/school to gain privileges. 


  

Resources

· Story: Becoming a Kiwi - School Journal, Part 1, Number 2, 2006 School Journal, Part 1, Number 2, 2006.

· Photo 3: Certificate of citizenship 

· Webpage: New Zealand Coat of arms Coat of arms 

Lesson sequence 

The suggested content would cover several sessions.

1. Shared reading: Becoming a Kiwi - School Journal, Part 1, Number 2, 2006. Discuss (see teachers notes accompanying the story). Compare with the video in the previous lesson.

2. Review the Oath and Affirmation of Allegiance from Lesson 4.  In pairs, students create and write their own Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance that reflects full membership (citizenship) of their class. 

3. Look at Photo 3: Certificate of citizenship together. Identify the certificate’s features: 

· Coat of arms 

· Title 

· Text (in English and Māori)
· Name and details of the citizen 

· Date the citizenship takes effect 

· Number (note: this has been obscured in the photo)

· Border (the shell depicted is the Spiny Murex, a shell unique to New Zealand waters, but which is rarely seen as it is found at a depth of 10 to 500 metres)

· Embossed seal (New Zealand coat of arms)

· 60th anniversary of New Zealand citizenship logo (this will not appear after 2009)

4. In pairs or small groups students:  

· design and create their own coat of arms, reflecting their class/school values 

· design and create their own certificate, keeping in mind the types of features identified above. 

Lesson 6 – The history of New Zealand citizenship 
Purpose of the lesson

New Zealand citizenship began with the British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act of 1948 (effective 1st January 1949) and has experienced a number of changes since. This lesson will only identify a few of these changes and will not be prescriptive. Consult Factsheet 8: Timelines for a more detailed timeline, including some constitutional elements. Factsheet 9: Selected examples of changes to citizenship law over time also contains some selected examples of changes to specific elements of citizenship law.  
Note:  Prior to this lesson students should find out their year of birth, a parent's year of birth, and (optionally) a grandparent's year of birth.  

Learning intention 


Students will: 

· construct a timeline showing some of the changes over time of citizenship laws in New Zealand.
 
  
Resources

· Template 11: Timelines consisting of: 

· a blank timeline

· key events and dates to be placed on a timeline as a class (you will need to be familiar with these)

· student key events to be placed on a blank timeline independently or in pairs. 

· Factsheet 8: Timelines
· Factsheet 9: Selected examples of changes to citizenship law over time
· Video: First public citizenship ceremony
For background information on the Treaty of Waitangi, if your students are unfamiliar with this, see:
· The Tree Hut Treaty by Wiremu Grace, published 2006 by Treaty of Waitangi Information Unit, State Services Commission, ISBN 0478244592 

· The Treaty by Mere Whaanga, published 2003 by Scholastic, ISBN 1869435850.

Lesson sequence 

This is a whole class activity. Students construct a timeline showing the key dates of the history of New Zealand citizenship. 

1. Display the blank timeline from Template 11: Timelines (a data projector could be used or draw on the board). Discuss when students, their parents, and grandparents were born and where these dates would fit.

2. Look at the key events and dates from Template 11: Timelines. Put or write ‘The Treaty of Waitangi is signed’ on the timeline as the first event. Student knowledge of the Treaty will vary and some explicit teaching may be necessary. The books mentioned in the resources for this lesson may be useful.

3. Put or write the next event ‘The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act’ on the timeline and emphasise that over 100 years had passed before most people in New Zealand could be New Zealand citizens rather than solely British subjects. Most people automatically became New Zealand citizens on that date. 

4. Watch the video First public citizenship ceremony (1955).  Put or write this event on the timeline. 

5. Add the next event to timeline, ‘1977 The Citizenship Act’.  This Act only refers to people being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects. This is the law still used today but has been amended a number of times since. However for simplicity most of these changes have not been included - with the exception of the 2005 changes (see below).

6. Add the final event ‘2005 Amendment to Citizenship Act’. This amendment has been included as it is the most recent change to the Act. 

7. Provide students with the blank timeline and the student key events from Template 11: Timelines. Students individually or in pairs/groups cut out the events and stick them on the timeline. They may add their own year of birth and a parent’s or grandparent’s year of birth or any other historical events. 

Lesson 7: Create a class citizenship ceremony  

Purpose of the lesson

This lesson is a vehicle for students to apply their knowledge and understandings of citizenship and consider the future by creating a citizenship ceremony reflecting the values and beliefs of their class. 

  

Learning intention


Students will:
· consider how a citizenship ceremony could reflect the values and beliefs of students today.  


Lesson sequence 

1. Review the New Zealand citizenship ceremony. Organise students into groups to complete the tasks involved in planning a class citizenship ceremony.  As a class, plan a programme for the ceremony.  Delegate tasks to each group.

Tasks may include:

· writing invitations to families, wider school and community 

· organising the classroom set-up, including seating and decoration, name tags and music
· organising the official roles. Suggestions may include: 

· Master of ceremonies

· Mayor or other official

· Ushers

· Person reading out the names of the participants

· Person handing out the certificates

· Cultural group

· Photographer

· organising the singing of the National Anthem or class song

· writing a letter to new citizens to be read out at the ceremony

· preparing a cultural group item 

· organising refreshments. 

2. Students conduct their own class ceremony, ensuring they all swear their Oaths/Affirmations of Allegiance and receive the certificates of class ‘citizenship’ they designed in lesson 5.

Assessment
The purpose of assessment is to use information to support and improve students’ learning. Teachers use formative and summative assessment techniques to shape their ongoing interactions with students and to inform their planning. 

As you will adapt this unit plan to meet the needs of your teaching and learning programme, or mix and match it to meet your own learning intentions or school focus, you can design your own success criteria accordingly.  Alternatively, the table below can be used to monitor student learning of what it means to be a New Zealand citizen, throughout the unit.
	Task
	Self
	Peer
	Teacher

	I can explain how responsibilities and privileges are important when I belong to a group.


	
	
	

	I can explain at least three differences between a citizen and a permanent resident.


	
	
	

	I know the three main ways a person can become a New Zealand citizen.


	
	
	

	I know I am/am not a New Zealand citizen because:



	I can put the steps involved in becoming a New Zealand citizen in order.


	
	
	

	I can explain why people wanting to become citizens say the oath or affirmation of allegiance.


	
	
	

	I can describe at least four things that happen at a citizenship ceremony.


	
	
	

	I have completed a timeline to show changes in New Zealand citizenship laws.

	
	
	

	I have participated in our classroom citizenship ceremony.  My job was to:
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� Until April 2010, there are some people who would be eligible after living in New Zealand most of three years.
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