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Template 11 – Lesson 6: Timeline
Key events and dates
	1840
	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed. Māori are given the status of British subjects. British people remain British subjects and other immigrants are called aliens.


	1949
	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act comes into force on January 1st. Most people in New Zealand become New Zealand citizens, but are also still British subjects.


	1955
	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.


	1977
	New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament. People living in New Zealand are legally referred to as being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects.  This is the law still used today, but it has been amended a number of times since.


	2005
	Amendment to Citizenship Act. Two big changes: 
1. Children born in New Zealand will only be citizens if one of their parents is either a citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently.
2. Permanent residents have to spend most of five years in New Zealand before applying to become citizens rather than three years. 


Student key events
When did the following important events happen?

Cut each event out and stick them next to the correct date on the timeline below.
When were you born?  Put your name next to that date. 
Do you know when your parents and grandparents were born?  Can you put them on the timeline?
	New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament.


	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed.


	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act comes into force on January 1st. 

	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.

	Amendment to Citizenship Act (two big changes). 


