Factsheet 9 – Selected examples of changes to citizenship law over time

	
	Now 
	Before

	Citizenship by birth
	From 1 January 2006 a child born in New Zealand will only be a citizen if one of their parents is either a New Zealand citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently (or if the child would be otherwise be stateless).

	Before 1 January 2006 virtually all children born in New Zealand were New Zealand citizens (except some very rare exceptions, such as the children of foreign diplomats).

	Citizenship by descent
	A person born overseas will be a New Zealand citizen by descent if either his or her father or mother is a New Zealand citizen by birth or grant.


	Before 1970 a person born overseas could only become a New Zealand citizen by descent if his or her father were a New Zealand citizen by birth or grant (i.e. the parent who the claim was through could not be the mother). 


	Citizenship by grant
	A person who received his or her permanent residence on or after 21 April 2005 needs to have lived in New Zealand as a permanent resident for most of the previous five years before applying for citizenship.

	A person who received his or her permanent residence before 21 April 2005 needed to have lived in New Zealand before applying for citizenship for most of the previous three years. 




Disclaimer

The information available on or through this website is intended to provide general information only for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice or relied on to assess eligibility for New Zealand Citizenship.  The Department of Internal Affairs may change, delete, add to, or otherwise amend information contained on this website without notice.

The Department of Internal Affairs is not responsible for the content, presentation or accuracy of any links and websites referred to, nor makes any warranty, express or implied, regarding these other websites.  The inclusion of such links and websites should not be taken as endorsement by the Department of Internal Affairs.  

� The actual requirement is that the applicants needs to have been in New Zealand for at least 1,350 days during the five years immediately prior to their citizenship application (including at least 240 days in each year), although the Minister can accept a shorter period (not less than 450 days during the 20 months preceding the application) in exceptional circumstances.  During all of this period the applicant must be a permanent resident.


� The actual requirement was that the applicant needed to have been ordinarily resident in New Zealand throughout the three years immediately preceding the grant application, although the Minister could accept a shorter period of no less than 12 months in some instances.  Up until 21 April 2010, some applicants (those who successfully applied for permanent residence before the change in the presence requirement) only need to meet this former requirement (i.e. they only need to have lived in New Zealand most of three years).





