Factsheet 8 – Timelines
Summary timeline – key dates in the journey of New Zealand citizenship
Constitutional   To do with citizenship 
	1840
	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed.  

Māori were given the status of British subjects.  British people remained British subjects and other immigrants were called aliens.


	1854
	The New Zealand Parliament meets for the first time. 
Between 1840 and 1854, a governor (representing the Queen) ruled New Zealand.  In 1852 the British Parliament passed an Act which allowed New Zealand to have its own Parliament and this finally happened in 1854.  While New Zealand now had its own Parliament, the British Parliament could still make laws for New Zealand.


	1893
	New Zealand becomes the first country in the world to allow women to vote. 


	1907
	New Zealand becomes a Dominion.
Before this New Zealand was a British colony.  This was a change of name only.  New Zealand was no more and no less independent from Britain than it had been before.


	1947 
	New Zealand Parliament alone can make laws for New Zealand.  
The British Parliament could no longer make laws for New Zealand unless the New Zealand Parliament asked it to.  This was because New Zealand adopted a British law called the Statute of Westminster.  


	1949
	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act 1948 comes into force on 1 January.  
This created the status of New Zealand citizenship for the first time.  On this day most people in New Zealand became New Zealand citizens (but were also still British subjects).


	1955
	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.


	1977
	The New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament.  

This is the law that is still used today (although it has been changed a number of times since).  This Act only refers to people being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects.  It also imposes the same requirements on all applicants for the grant (before this people from Commonwealth and Ireland were treated differently).  


	1982
	The Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act 1982 is passed by Parliament.

This law provided special access to New Zealand citizenship for Samoan people.


	2005
	Parliament makes a number of changes (called “amendments”) to the Citizenship Act 
Two big changes were: 
1. Children born in New Zealand will only be citizens if one of their parents is either a New Zealand citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently (or if the child would be otherwise be stateless).
2. Permanent residents would have to spend most of 5 years in New Zealand before applying to become citizens rather than 3 years. 


Detailed timeline
	
	What was happening in New Zealand? 
	Key events in citizenship

	800-1200
	First settlers begin arriving from central eastern Polynesia.
	

	1642
	Able Tasman visits New Zealand.
	

	1769
	Captain Cook arrives in New Zealand.

New Zealand is legally an independent territory.

The population is approximately 200,000.
	

	1790s
	New Zealand is regarded by some as part of the New South Wales colony, which is governed by the British Crown.
	

	1835
	Thirty-five Māori chiefs sign a declaration of independence stating that they are the heads of a sovereign state known as ‘The United Tribes of New Zealand’.

The Māori population is approximately 135,000.

The European population is approximately 1,500.
	

	1840
	The Treaty of Waitangi is signed.

New Zealand becomes a Crown colony under the protection of Queen Victoria.

New Zealand is declared a separate colony from New South Wales.
	Under the treaty of Waitangi, Māori are given the status of British subjects.  British people remain British subjects and other immigrants are called aliens.

	1840-50
	Small numbers of English, Scots and Irish settlements around New Zealand.
	


	1844
	
	The first naturalization Ordinance is passed, conferring British nationality to over a hundred Germans settlers.  However, the status was limited to ‘within the colony of New Zealand’.  Such Ordinances (or after 1852, Acts) are passed most years until 1866.

	1858
	The Māori population is approximately 65,280.
The European population is approximately 50,200.
	

	1860s
	Approximately 200,000 immigrants arrive at the goldfields in Otago and the West Coast.
	

	1865
	
	Parliament passes the Native Rights Act, which confirms that every Māori person is a subject of the Queen.

	1866
	
	Parliament passes the Aliens Act.  This Act allows the Governor to grant letters of naturalisation to settlers on application and the payment of one pound.

	1874
	The government, under Premier Julius Vogel, introduces assisted immigration policies, which last until 1975.
Approximately 32,000 immigrants arrive, mostly from England and Ireland, but including a proportion from Scandinavia.
	

	1880
	
	Parliament repeals the 1866 Aliens Act and passes another Aliens Act.  The main difference is tightening up the naturalisation of persons already naturalised in Great Britain, Ireland or another British colony.

	1890s
	Dalmatian assisted immigrants arrive.
	

	1896
	The total population is approximately 743,200.
The Māori population is approximately 42,000.
	

	1901
	
	The Cook Islands become part of New Zealand.  All Cook Islanders become New Zealand British subjects.

	1903
	
	Niue is gifted to New Zealand and is defined as being part of the Cook Islands.  Niueans become New Zealand British subjects.

	1907
	New Zealand becomes a dominion instead of a colony.  This means the country governs its own internal affairs.
	

	1908
	New Zealand’s population exceeds one million.
	

	1914
	World War I begins.
	The United Kingdom Parliament passes the British Nationality and Status of Aliens Act to introduce a ‘common code’ throughout the British Empire.  The Act defines who is a British subject by birth, who can be naturalised (and how), and also deals with the status of married women and children, the loss of nationality and the status of aliens.

New Zealand captures Western Samoa from Germany – Germany’s first territory loss of the war.  Western Samoans do not become British subjects, but are entitled to British protection.   

	1915
	ANZAC troops invade the Gallipoli Peninsula in what is now modern Turkey.
	

	1917
	
	Parliament passes the Registration of Aliens Act and the Revocation of Naturalisation Act.  These Acts require non-British subjects to register with the Police and also allow the Governor-General in Council to revoke the naturalisation of a person.

	1918
	World War I ends.
	

	1926
	
	New Zealand begins administering Tokelau.  However, sovereignty remains with Great Britain and so Tokelauans are British subjects, rather than New Zealand British subjects.

	1928
	
	New Zealand adopts the common code for naturalisation by passing the British Nationality and Status of Aliens (in New Zealand) Act 1928, repealing the 1923 Act of the same name.


	1936
	The total population is approximately 1,573,800.
The Māori population is approximately 83,400.
	

	1939
	World War 2 begins.
	

	1945
	World War 2 ends.

After World War II, the number of immigrants increases as people leave war-torn Europe.  

Dutch assisted immigrants arrive.
	

	1947
	
	Canada passes the Canadian Citizenship Act, leading to the breakdown of the common code in the British Empire.

	1948
	
	The British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act is passed on 6 September, but is to be effective from 1 January 1949.  This Act creates the status of New Zealand citizenship for the first time.  Prior to the creation of this status, New Zealanders were British subjects living in New Zealand.
New Zealand annexes Tokelau, meaning Tokelauans become New Zealand citizens on 1 January 1949.

	1952
	New Zealand’s population passes two million.
	

	1955
	
	The first public citizenship ceremony takes place in Wellington.

	1959
	
	New Zealand amends the British Nationality and New Zealand Citizenship Act 1948 to make Commonwealth citizens have to meet the same standards (except a shorter residency period) as naturalisation applicants before they can be registered.

	1960s
	Many immigrants from the Cook Islands, the Tokelau Islands, Niue, Western Samoa, Tonga and Fiji arrive in New Zealand.
	

	1964
	
	The Cook Islands become self-governing and Cook Islanders retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	1970
	
	The Status of Children Act 1969 comes into force, allowing citizenship by descent to be passed through both the male and female line.

	1973
	New Zealand’s population passes three million. 
	

	1974
	
	Niue becomes self-governing and Niueans retain their New Zealand citizenship status and rights.

	1975
	New Zealand allows permanent residents to vote, not just citizens.
	

	1977
	
	The New Zealand Citizenship Act 1977 is passed by Parliament.  People living in New Zealand are legally referred to as being New Zealand citizens, not British subjects.  This is the law still used today, but it has been amended a number of times since.

	1980s
	Many east Asian immigrants arrive from Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Hong Kong and Taiwan.
	

	1982
	
	Parliament responds to a ruling by the Privy Council that all persons born in Western Samoa (between 1 January 1924 and 1 January 1949) are New Zealand citizens by passing the Citizenship (Western Samoa) Act.  This Act removes citizenship from Samoans but allows a grant as of right to Samoans who meet certain requirements.

	2001
	
	Parliament removes the provision in the Citizenship Act that citizens by decent must register before their 24th birthday and reinstates citizenship for people who failed to register in time.

	2003
	New Zealand’s population passes four million.
	


	2005
	
	Amendment to the Citizenship Act.  There are two big changes:
1. Children born in New Zealand will only be citizens if one of the parents is either a New Zealand citizen or legally entitled to be in New Zealand permanently (or if the child would be otherwise be stateless).

2. Permanent residents have to spend most of five years in New Zealand before applying to become citizens, rather than three years. 


Disclaimer
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