Factsheet 7 - An example of the Minister of Internal Affairs’ letter to new citizens

<date>

Dear <new citizen>

Congratulations on becoming a New Zealand citizen.  I am pleased you have completed your journey towards making our beautiful country your home.  

This year marks the 60th anniversary of New Zealand citizenship.  When New Zealand citizenship came into existence on 1 January 1949 New Zealanders still largely saw themselves as British.  Today, 60 years later, our citizenship symbolises our independence and nationhood.  New Zealanders are now a distinct group of people, with our own proud traditions, cultures and shared values which are reflected and bound in the notion of our citizenship.

As a New Zealand citizen by choice you now share a common bond with other citizens – one that we all have regardless of our different backgrounds.  We are all New Zealanders.  This does not, of course, diminish the importance of your homeland and your heritage for yourself or for New Zealand, and I hope that you continue to share your culture with other New Zealanders.
You will be aware of how important being a citizen is.  You have made a commitment to this country.  Your New Zealand citizenship gives you new rights and new responsibilities.  As a citizen, you are now able to participate in all aspects of New Zealand life.
Together we will build a stronger, independent country for the benefit of us all.  New Zealand’s future and your future are now woven together.  I extend to you my very best wishes.
Yours sincerely

Minister of Internal Affairs
