Factsheet 6 - Citizenship ceremonies

To receive the grant of New Zealand citizenship most successful applicants must attend a public citizenship ceremony within 12 months of their citizenship being approved, or their citizenship application may lapse (and they will have to make a new application).
  
Children under 14 years old don’t have to attend the ceremony but they may choose to.
Most citizenship ceremonies are held by local councils and are often officiated by the Mayor of the city or district.  Every ceremony is different, however it is mandatory at each for the grant recipients to say the oath or affirmation and receive their certificates.
Becoming a citizen at a public ceremony is a very important step in the process of becoming a New Zealand citizen.  It is a time for the person to publicly declare their allegiance to New Zealand, and for the local community to welcome them on behalf of all New Zealanders.

At the ceremony applicants stand before the Mayor, or another official person (such as the Deputy Mayor), and take the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance.  The oath is made to God (whilst holding a Bible or another holy book) whereas an affirmation is not.  People with religious beliefs tend recite the oath of allegiance whereas people without religious beliefs tend to recite the affirmation of allegiance.
The oath or affirmation says the person will: 

· honour Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of New Zealand, and

· obey the laws of New Zealand, and

· fulfil their duties as New Zealand citizens. 

After the Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance a person will be presented with a Citizenship Certificate.
Usually a letter from the Minister of Internal Affairs congratulating the recipients on becoming New Zealand citizens is read out, and everyone sings the New Zealand National Anthem.  
After the ceremony it is common for everyone involved to share some food and drink as a celebration. 

Oath of Allegiance
I (name) swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of New Zealand, Her heirs and successors according to the law, and that I will faithfully observe the laws of New Zealand and fulfil my duties as a New Zealand citizen. So help me God. 


Affirmation of Allegiance


I (name) solemnly and sincerely affirm that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of New Zealand, Her heirs and successors according to the law, and that I will faithfully observe the laws of New Zealand and fulfil my duties as a New Zealand citizen. 



New Zealand's National Anthem

God Defend New Zealand
	English 
God of nations at Thy feet
In the bonds of love we meet
Hear our voices we entreat
God defend our free land

Guard Pacific's triple star
From the shafts of strife and war
Make her praises heard afar
God defend New Zealand
	Māori 
E Ihowā Atua
O ngā iwi mātou rā
Āta whakarongona
Me aroha noa

Kia hua ko te pai
Kia tau tō atawhai
Manaakitia mai
Aotearoa


Disclaimer

The information available on or through this website is intended to provide general information only for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice or relied on to assess eligibility for New Zealand Citizenship.  The Department of Internal Affairs may change, delete, add to, or otherwise amend information contained on this website without notice.

The Department of Internal Affairs is not responsible for the content, presentation or accuracy of any links and websites referred to, nor makes any warranty, express or implied, regarding these other websites.  The inclusion of such links and websites should not be taken as endorsement by the Department of Internal Affairs.  

� In certain, comparatively rare, circumstances the Minister of Internal Affairs may give permission for a person to have a private citizenship ceremony instead, or to be exempted from attending a ceremony altogether.





