Factsheet 4 - New Zealand citizenship by descent

A person born outside of New Zealand is a New Zealand citizen by descent if he or she has at least one parent who is a New Zealand citizen at the time of his or her birth (provided that parent is not themselves a citizen by descent). 
Like a citizen by birth, a New Zealand citizen by descent acquires his or her citizenship status automatically at the time of his or her birth.  However many people choose to register their citizenship by descent status with the Citizenship Office of the Department of Internal Affairs in order to obtain a certificate to prove they are a New Zealand citizen.  

An overseas born child who is adopted outside New Zealand (for example, in the country of their birth) can also be a citizen by descent if the adoption meets certain criteria.  
New Zealand citizens by descent have all the same responsibilities and privileges as other New Zealand citizens with the one exception that generally any of their children who are born outside of New Zealand will not automatically be New Zealand citizens.
  In other words the transmission of citizenship by descent is generally restricted to the first generation born outside New Zealand.
The purpose of this restriction is to ensure that New Zealand citizenship is acquired only by people who had a genuine, direct connection to New Zealand.  Most countries have some form of citizenship by descent and it is common in many countries, such as the United Kingdom, for citizenship by descent to be generally restricted to the first generation born outside of the country. 
Disclaimer

The information available on or through this website is intended to provide general information only for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice or relied on to assess eligibility for New Zealand Citizenship.  The Department of Internal Affairs may change, delete, add to, or otherwise amend information contained on this website without notice.

The Department of Internal Affairs is not responsible for the content, presentation or accuracy of any links and websites referred to, nor makes any warranty, express or implied, regarding these other websites.  The inclusion of such links and websites should not be taken as endorsement by the Department of Internal Affairs.  
� There are some exceptions to this in certain circumstances, for example where the New Zealand citizen parent is an employee of the State services, or a member of the Armed Forces, on service overseas at the time of the child’s birth.





