Factsheet 3 - New Zealand citizenship by birth
General
Most people born in New Zealand are citizens by birth
.  
In general, any person born in New Zealand before 1 January 2006 is a New Zealand citizen by birth
.

On 1 January 2006 however amendments to the Citizenship Act 1977 came into force which changed the rules about who can acquire New Zealand citizenship by birth. 
From 1 January 2006, a child born in New Zealand is a New Zealand citizen by birth only if at least one of his or her parents is a New Zealand citizen or person entitled to reside indefinitely in New Zealand under the Immigration Act 1987 (for example, the parent is a permanent resident or an Australian citizen).  The child however will still be a New Zealand citizen by birth if they would otherwise be stateless (i.e. that they would not be a citizen of any other country).
The changes aim to ensure that New Zealand citizenship and its benefits are limited to people who have a genuine and ongoing link to New Zealand (for example, a person can no longer travel to New Zealand on a temporary permit solely to give birth and gain New Zealand citizenship for their child).  

People born in the Cook Islands, Niue and Tokelau
For the purposes of citizenship New Zealand also includes the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau, and the Ross Dependency in Antarctica.   
This means a child born in the Cook Islands, Niue, or Tokelau before 1 January 2006 is a New Zealand citizen by birth.  From 1 January 2006 a person born the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau will be a New Zealand citizen by birth if at least one of their parents was a New Zealand citizen or entitled to be in New Zealand, the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau indefinitely at the time of the birth.
Summary
A person is a New Zealand citizen by birth if he/she was: 

· born in New Zealand (including the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau, or the Ross Dependency) before 1 January 2006, or

· born in New Zealand (including the Cook Islands, Niue, Tokelau, or the Ross Dependency) from 1 January 2006 and at least one of the person’s parents was a New Zealand citizen or entitled to be in New Zealand (or the Cook Islands, Niue or Tokelau) indefinitely at the time of his/her birth. 

Disclaimer

The information available on or through this website is intended to provide general information only for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice or relied on to assess eligibility for New Zealand Citizenship.  The Department of Internal Affairs may change, delete, add to, or otherwise amend information contained on this website without notice.

The Department of Internal Affairs is not responsible for the content, presentation or accuracy of any links and websites referred to, nor makes any warranty, express or implied, regarding these other websites.  The inclusion of such links and websites should not be taken as endorsement by the Department of Internal Affairs.  

� For the purposes of citizenship, an overseas born child who is legally adopted in New Zealand is effectively treated as if they were born in New Zealand to the adoptive parent(s).  However the child will have the status of a ‘citizen otherwise than by descent’ (there is no practical difference between this status and a citizen by birth).





� There are some very rare exceptions to this rule, such as children of foreign diplomats living in New Zealand.





