Factsheet 2 - Definitions of citizenship-related terms
Permanent resident


Many people from other countries come to New Zealand.  Some of those people come here temporarily as tourists, to study, or to work here on a short term basis.  However, some people want to come to New Zealand to live permanently.  
A permanent resident is a person who has received a residence permit from Immigration New Zealand.  A residence permit allows a person to live permanently in New Zealand.  If a person who is a permanent resident wants to travel outside New Zealand, he or she must apply for a ‘returning resident’s visa’ that will allow the person to be given a new residence permit when returning to New Zealand.  
A person may lose his or her permanent residence status if he or she leaves New Zealand without a returning resident’s visa or the visa expires while he or she is overseas.  A person may also lose his or her residence status if he or she commits a criminal offence and is removed from New Zealand.  
Australians are entitled to live in New Zealand indefinitely and do not need to apply to become a permanent resident (just as New Zealanders are entitled to live in Australia permanently).
Citizen


A citizen is a person who is legally recognised as, and who has the full rights and responsibilities of, being a member of a state or country.  Other people may be legally allowed to be in a country but not have full legal rights and responsibilities (for example, tourists or people on student visas). 

In New Zealand, there are three main ways of becoming a citizen – by birth, by descent, or by grant.  
In broad terms: 
· citizens by birth are most people born in New Zealand or its territories (including the Cook Islands, Niue and Tokelau); 
· citizens by descent are persons born overseas to a New Zealand citizen parent (provided the parent is not themself a citizen by descent); and 
· citizens by grant are migrants to New Zealand who have successfully applied for, and received, the grant of New Zealand citizenship.
More specific information about each of these ways of becoming a citizen can be found in Factsheet 3 (birth), Factsheet 4 (descent) and Factsheet 5 (grant).
Sovereignty


Sovereignty is generally understood as the right to govern a country, or a group of people.  A sovereign is usually the person or entity that has supreme law-making authority. 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second is the sovereign of New Zealand and oaths of allegiance (such as the citizenship oath) are made to her.  
However, while the Queen is the sovereign of New Zealand, it is Parliament that has the authority to make laws (although these need to be signed by the Queen’s representative in New Zealand, the Governor General, before they come into force).

Allegiance


An allegiance is a duty of loyalty owed by a subject/citizen to his or her sovereign or state.  In the context of citizenship, an Oath or Affirmation of Allegiance is made by new citizens to pledge their loyalty to the Sovereign of the country (for example, in New Zealand to the Queen) and to the laws and customs of that country.   See Factsheet 6 for the words of the Oath and Affirmation of Allegiance.
Disclaimer

The information available on or through this website is intended to provide general information only for educational purposes and should not be construed as legal advice or relied on to assess eligibility for New Zealand Citizenship.  The Department of Internal Affairs may change, delete, add to, or otherwise amend information contained on this website without notice.

The Department of Internal Affairs is not responsible for the content, presentation or accuracy of any links and websites referred to, nor makes any warranty, express or implied, regarding these other websites.  The inclusion of such links and websites should not be taken as endorsement by the Department of Internal Affairs.  

