Factsheet 1 - Adults’ stories about becoming New Zealand citizens
These two stories are for use if students ask “what about adults?”   

More detailed accounts of Lynn and Marika’s stories, suitable for Level 5 students can be found in the oral histories section of the website.
Lynn’s story 
“Becoming citizens of New Zealand has had different meanings for the members of our family.

“Hannah was eight when she became a New Zealand citizen.  She thinks of herself as a ‘Briwi’ and really appreciates the opportunities available to her in the future with dual British and New Zealand citizenship.

“Ben was six when he became a citizen.  It gave him a real sense of belonging.  He told a  teacher during an extended six month visit to the UK that he didn’t need to do any school work while there because he was going home to New Zealand!
“For me and my husband it’s about being a part of this beautiful country and thinking of ourselves as kiwis and no longer immigrants.  

“We felt it was important for our children to attend the ceremony with us, and rounded this off with dinner at an iconic kiwi restaurant, which is still the kids’ favourite.” 

Lynn, formerly from the UK.
Marika’s story
“I became a New Zealand citizen to be a real part of a country that opened its arms to me and welcomed me when I moved from the other side of the world.  

“Citizenship has given me a really good chance to pursue some more specialised job opportunities, and become part of the community. 

“My friends here in New Zealand were all tremendously supportive of me getting my citizenship, and gave me iconic gifts to help me celebrate.  One of these was a little hopping kiwi bird, which now lives on my desk.  Every day I see it and am reminded of my ceremony, where it hopped around on a table in the Wellington Town Hall to give me my first greeting as a new citizen!”
Marika, formerly from the USA.
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